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Estuary education - 
the Magic Outdoor 
Classroom
During the months of May to July, the 
Exe Estuary Partnership has traditionally 
hosted free educational sessions on the 
Estuary for children at local primary 
schools. The children are introduced to the 
challenges of estuary life, and meet some 
of the creatures that have different ways of 
coping with these challenges.

At first sight, the estuary at low tide appears empty, 
almost monochrome – a few white birds in the distance 
and an expanse of greyish mud. But look closer and the 
magic begins. The children begin their visit by looking at 
creatures of the sand – the scurrying shore crabs (always a 
big hit!), gliding periwinkles, tiny goby fish in puddles and 
piles of discarded shells – each telling a story of battles 
against predators, desiccation and tidal currents. Then we 
dig deeper to meet the burrowers, including the engineer 
of those neat coils of sand – the multicoloured lugworm 
with its red feathery gills, side bristles and detachable tail. 
Finally there’s a chance for fishing in the creek, the estuary 
nursery where many species start their lives. This is the 
children’s favourite activity, offering close encounters with 
hundreds of shrimp, young flatfish, sandeels and even tiny 
starfish – as well as larger crabs, with larger pincers.

By the end of each visit, the children themselves seem 
to have started to turn into estuarine creatures – they’re 
muddier, wetter and even exude a slightly fishy aroma! 
And they glow with the pent up excitement that comes 
with discovering a secret world.

The Partnership offers sessions at Exmouth Local Nature 
Reserve (LNR) and, pairing up with the RSPB, at Exminster 
Marshes LNR. At Exminster, the children go ‘pond’ dipping 
to discover the differences between creatures living in the 
freshwater canal and estuary habitats, before bug hunting 
in the surrounding grassland habitat.

Next year we would like to make the estuary experience we 
offer to schools even better, and more diverse. We would 
value any suggestions or observations, especially from 
teachers. Possible steps we are considering include:

•	 Closer working with other ‘outreach’ education 
providers around the Exe, incuding East Devon 
Countryside Service, Teignbridge District Council 
Rangers at Dawlish Warren, and the RSPB.

•	 Developing new, locally-focused learning resources, 
supported by the LiCCo project (see separate article) 
covering sea level rise, coastal processes and other 
impacts of climate change. Thank you to all the 
teachers who have already made contact with LiCCo, 
but it isn’t too late for others to get in touch - with 
Jane Lavick, Principal Engagement Offier – LiCCo 
Project (Tel 07917 238309 or email jane.lavick@
environment-agency.gov.uk).

•	 Developing a pack for self-guided visits based around 
the new Estuary Species ID Guide promoted in the 
last Exe Press and downloadable from our website 
(www.exe-estuary.org).  

Any suggestions please to Midge Kelly, Exe Estuary Officer,  
on 01392 382236 or email midge.kelly@devon.gov.uk.
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Living with a Changing 
Coast (LiCCo)

‘High level options’ (HLOs) have now been developed for 
all locations around the Exe Estuary, which show broadly 
where flood defences are needed and what forms these 
defences might take in the next 20, 50 and 100 years.  
The HLOs will form the basis for more detailed work over 
the next few months, including a local assessment of what 
is needed where and when – the ‘alignment and type’ 
stage of the Strategy’s development. 

A formal 12-week public consultation period is planned for 
early 2013, but comments and queries are welcomed at 
any time. Come and say hello to us in the exhibition trailer 
at the Exmouth Earth Festival on 4th and 5th August at 
the Pavilion Gardens on the Esplanade.  

For more information or to discuss any aspect of the 
strategy, contact Jane Lavick, Principal Engagement 
Officer – LiCCo Project Tel 07917 238309 or email
jane.lavick@environment-agency.gov.uk. 
Factsheets are available from; 
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/
floods/121323.aspx

Community discussions continue on 
Exe Strategy
Here at the Environment Agency, we are 
continuing to work alongside our consultants 
Halcrow and Atkins with local partners to 
develop the Exe Estuary Flood & Coastal Risk 
Management Strategy. During the summer and 
autumn, meetings and workshops are being 
held with, and factsheets and letters sent out to 
a large number of interested organisations.

Factsheet topics include:-

   The Strategy – an overview 
   Baseline Studies – what are they? 
   High Level Options 
   Coastal Management – a quick guide  
   Rising Sea Levels in the Exe Estuary 
   An introduction to the Living with a Changing  
   Coast (LiCCo) project

High Level Options Developed for Flood Defences around 
the Estuary.

The Exe Estuary Flood & Coastal Risk Management Strategy 
will set out proposals for managing flood defences around the 
whole estuary over the next 100 years, for the benefit of both 
people and the natural environment. 

Key findings so far include :-

Exmouth - existing flood defences are likely to be improved 
over time to keep pace with sea level rise,  
and there could be some new localised defences.

Topsham - existing flood defences are likely to be improved 
over time to keep pace with sea level rise. 

Starcross - there could be some improvements to defences in 
the medium to long term.

Lower Clyst valley – there may be opportunities to create new 
habitats here to meet legal requirements, whilst continuing to 
protect people, domestic properties and the road.

Dawlish Warren – hard flood defences that protect the 
community are likely to be improved over time to keep pace 
with sea level rise. A number of management options are 
being explored for the sand spit.
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The Evolving Exe
It’s easy to think that our local coastline has always looked 
like it does now, but in fact the Exe Estuary coastline has 
changed significantly in the past as a result of both natural 
processes and human intervention. And it will continue 
to evolve in future years. The Devon climate has changed 
many times before, with both hotter and colder conditions 
having been experienced. Storm waves, high spring tides 
and gale force winds have battered our coast, resulting 
in erosion of cliffs and beaches, whilst ongoing coastal 
processes such as longshore drift, and tidal currents move 
sand and sediments around on a massive scale. Land 
reclamation, housing development, construction of flood 
defences and transport links have also all played their part 
in shaping the coastline that we know and love today.

Built flood defences, such as sea walls and rock armour 
help to reduce the risk of tidal flooding to people and 
properties and can help those living in coastal communities 
to feel protected. However, they act as a physical barrier, 
preventing the coastline from evolving in response to 
natural processes. This can cause ‘coastal squeeze’, where 
coastal habitats such as saltmarshes are prevented from 
moving inland in response to storms or rising sea levels,  
and so are reduced in area over time. 

STOP PRESS STOP PRESS
The new Living with a Changing Coast (LiCCo) project 
website www.licco.eu should be launched in early  
September 2012. 

It will contain resources for schools, community groups 
and professionals about our changing coastline. There’ll 
be information on our sister sites in Poole Harbour and 
Normandy and you will be able to add your photos,  
video clips and thoughts about the Exe Estuary. 

Dawlish Warren 1946 (left) and 1975 (right) (Source Environment Agency archive)

As the Exe Estuary is designated under European law there is 
a legal requirement to compensate for any habitat lost due 
to squeeze and also a need for a more natural approach to 
managing flood risk around the coasts where areas of new 
intertidal habitat are created. This type of compensatory  
habitat has been created in many estuaries around the UK  
such as in the Humber, and more locally at a smaller scale in 
Devon on the Rivers Axe and Avon.

This seems to suggest that the Exe Estuary enjoyed by 
our grandchildren will look different in parts to that of our 
grandparents’ generation.

The LiCCo project is looking to develop animations which will  
help coastal communities understand how the coastline could 
look in 60-100 years time if certain policies are followed today. 

i-remember the Exe
We are still looking for local museums or history groups  
that would be interested in working with us to tell and capture  
the story of how the Exe Estuary has changed over the years.  
We especially need help with the collecting, cataloguing and 
exhibiting of old photos, postcards, paintings, film and audio  
clips as part of the Living with a Changing Coast Project. 

Contact  
Jane Lavick, Principal Engagement Officer – LiCCo Project

Tel 07917 238309 
or email jane.lavick@environment-agency.gov.uk
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Improving Exeter’s flood defences
Exeter is currently protected from flooding by 
a Flood Alleviation Scheme that was built in 
the 1960s and ‘70s. Recent detailed modelling 
by the Environment Agency has shown that 
the standard of flood protection offered by 
the existing scheme is equivalent to a 1 in 
40 year return period (or put simply a 2.5% 
chance of flooding each year).

Even with this existing flood alleviation scheme a large 
number of domestic and commercial properties in Exeter still 
have a ‘significant’ level of flood risk (defined as an annual 
risk greater than 1 in 75 or 1.3%). This flood risk is likely to 
continue to increase over time due to the predicted effects  
of climate change.

The Environment Agency is working in partnership with Exeter 
City Council and Devon County Council to investigate possible 
solutions to reduce flood risk for the city’s vulnerable properties. 
Raising and extending the existing defences in Exeter to 
provide protection against a 1 in 100 year return period flood 
(so reducing the risk of flooding to a 1.0% chance each year) 
appears to be the most cost effective option. This would cost 
approximately £25 million, and it would reduce the flood risk  
to about 2,800 domestic and 1,050 commercial properties.

Such a scheme should be eligible for around £13 million 
Flood Defence Grant in Aid (FDGiA). Accessing this funding is, 
however, dependent on finding approximately £12 million of 
third party contributions.

Proposals are still at an outline stage but the Environment 
Agency is doing all it can to work with others to find a jointly 
agreed and affordable way forward.

Contact: George Arnison, Environment Agency  
email: george.arnison@environment-agency.gov.uk What’s happened to the  

Harbour Revision Order?
The City Council is currently reviewing its decision-
making and policy options in relation to its river and 
canal responsibilities and a report on these issues will be 
considered by the Council’s Executive in the near future. 
The report will address the question of the Harbour 
Revision Order in the continuing absence of a decision  
by the Department for Transport, or any indication as  
to when they will make a decision.

Statement from Roger Coombes, Assistant Director  
of Public Realm, Exeter City Council.Photo Credit: Midge Kelly
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After issues with PWC use in the river and off the beaches 
at Exmouth, East Devon District Council agreed to look at 
several options to help skiers enjoy their sport but reduce 
the anti-social activities of some.

A three-pronged approach has been adopted which 
includes:

• Setting up a PWC Club to help educate, and 
 self-police PWC users’ behaviour

• Looking at launching options, a registration  
 scheme and producing a Code of Conduct

• Helping to support and work with Exeter City  
 Council’s Harbour Patrol Boat 

Local PWC users met at the beginning of the year and 
agreed to form a club to help educate visiting PWC users  
of rules and regulations whilst launching or operating.  
The group has also agreed to help East Devon District 
Council design a registration scheme for PWCs.

Exe Patrol Boat  
- Volunteers crew 
for a second season

Personal Water Craft  
(jet skiers) update

A small group of volunteers led by 
Andy Phillips and Samuel Woolley have 
continued to patrol the River Exe for 
speeders as crew members and helm of 
Exeter City Council’s Harbour Patrol.

The Exeter City Council Harbour Patrol Boat was crewed 
by the police in the past but is now operated by volunteers 
who take on the role as Harbour Authority Officials in the 
re-liveried Patrol Boat. The fuel for the last two seasons has 
been paid for through contributions from local sailing clubs, 
local business and Local Authorities.

Andy said, “The season has been a little wet (!) so the 
number of people out on the water has been lower 
than last year. This has not dampened the spirits of the 
crew however, who have helped educate boat and PWC 
(Personal Water Craft) users in the rules and speed limits 
within the River Exe.”

The main role of the Harbour Patrol is to enforce the  
speed limit within the Exe and to reduce anti social or 
dangerous use of craft. 

“With everyone’s help we can keep the river a safe and 
pleasant place to enjoy. If everyone challenges instances 
of speeding and reckless or dangerous use of the river, 
attitudes may be changed - self policing would be the  
ultimate goal.”

During May, the local skiers assisted Andy Phillips (East Devon 
District Council’s Beach Safety Officer) to trial the use of 
Exmouth’s Harbour View Slipway as a new launch point for 
PWCs. The results of this trial are due to be reported to the 
Council for consideration before further testing is undertaken.

Photo Credit: Andy Phillips

Photo Credit: Andy Phillips
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Too wet for waders?

Photo Credit: Colin Scott

I sometimes think Britain wouldn’t be the 
country we love if the weather weren’t 
so erratic - and of course, what would we 
talk about? However, when it comes to 
management of a nature reserve, extreme 
weather does present challenges.  

Breeding waders on the RSPB Exe Estuary reserves have been 
struggling for many years, whether due to habitat condition, 
predation or climate change it is difficult to say, but the result 
has been plummeting numbers. As you may have read in 
previous articles, we hold the largest Devon population of 
lapwing at Powderham Marshes, and this recently dropped to 
its lowest level of 12 pairs, compared to 25 in 2006.

During the 2011/12 winter, in an attempt to arrest the 
decline and address some of the factors at play, we erected 
a predator exclusion fence around the nesting area. This 
comprised 12 strands of electric fence wire and gave a 
fearsome shock - particularly to mammals with wet noses! 
We also improved ditch and water level management and 
undertook additional habitat work, then waited for spring with 
everything crossed! I must admit that at one point I wondered 
whether it was too late and whether the population had gone 
to levels that would be too hard to lift. So this year was the 
crucial year. 

There is a theory that birds respond to areas that have 

a reduced number of predators and perhaps that was 

the reason a larger number of birds decided to breed at 

Powderham Marshes this year. With water levels perfect 

and an increased number of lapwing pairs the season was 

going swimmingly – excuse the pun. But then we were hit. 

Never before have we experienced spring floods like this 

year – the whole of Exminster Marshes disappeared under 

a sheet of water. One day I stood on the railway bridge at 

Station Road and watched what looked like a wall of water 

heading our way – and there was nothing we could do.  

My thoughts went to our ground nesting birds the lapwing 

– how could they possibly survive this challenge?

But survive they did, against all odds. We lost just 4 nests 

to the flood water and two pairs re-layed immediately.  

Adapted for a dynamic system the birds were soon sitting 

on a replacement nest of eggs. Somehow by hook or by 

crook and after frantic sluice management on our part, 

the other pairs survived and numbers reached the dizzy 

heights of 19 pairs. The icing on the cake had to be the 

productivity, which looks set to be an average of 2 young 

per pair, compared to 0.5 last year. This has to be a major 

step forward in the future survival of this magical bird.

Sally Mills, Site Manager, Exminster Marshes.
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Things with Wings  
- and SO much more!

Photo Credit: Mike Alborough

Things with Wings – and SO much more! 
When was the last time you visited a  
RSPB nature reserve? This summer,  
why not take the opportunity to get 
outdoors, get some fresh air and discover 
the wonderful wildlife of the estuary at  
one of our four fantastic reserves.

Bring a picnic to the Exminster Marshes and visit our 
Family Discovery Zone to find out who’s staying in our 
minibeast hotels. Keep an eye out for reptiles such as 
grass snakes and slow worms basking in the sun, or watch 
dragonflies and damselflies flitting over the waterways. 

Come along to our Wild Wednesdays, every week during 
the summer holiday, when we’ll be offering fun activities for 
families. Join us for a Minibeast Safari, do some bird watching 
and learn how to dissect owl pellets (find out what owls like for 
dinner!). Or you could explore the hidden depths of our pond, 
or get creative and try some natural art. Our Wildlife Explorers 
group also meets once a month at the reserve to give children 
aged 5-12 the chance to get closer to nature and learn more 
about the wonderful wildlife of the Exe. 

To request a programme please  
email gemma.dunn@rspb.org.uk or call 01392824614.

We also run a programme of events throughout the year. Why 
not celebrate some of the lesser known reserve inhabitants by 
joining us for one of our ‘Things with Wings’ walks, learn more 
about the craft of willow weaving and help create a willow 
shelter at the reserve, or discover what goes on on the Marshes 
once the sun has set on one of our ‘Night time nature’ walks. 
Details of events can be found on www.rspb.org.uk/events or 
from the regional office on 01392 432691.

Hannah Williams, RSPB Volunteer Visitor Officer.

In the next few weeks, Devon and Severn 
Inshore Fisheries and Conservation 
Authority (D&SIFCA), with assistance from 
the Exe Estuary Management Partnership 
and volunteers, will literally be getting 
stuck in to count the number of crab tiles 
on the Exe Estuary. No mean task when 
there are more than 26,000 of them!  

Crab tiling is the collection of peeler crabs from the 
intertidal mudflats on the estuary for use as bait by 
fishermen and anglers. Like all crustaceans, shore crabs 
moult their shell in order to grow, meaning that at various 
intervals in their life cycle they have soft shells and are 
vulnerable to predation. During these periods the crabs 
actively seek out hard surfaces to shelter under as a refuge 
from predators. 

The bait collectors exploit this behaviour by providing 
artificial structures for the crabs to use. The bait collectors 
each have their own sets of crab tiles on the estuary, which 
are generally sections of drain pipe or roof tiles that the 
peeler crabs will shelter under, and the tilers visit their 
tiles at low tide to harvest the crabs. Crab tiling has taken 
place for generations, and some local tillers recall their 
grandfathers crab tiling on the same site.

Previous surveys of the number of crab tiles present on the 
estuary took place in 2000/1, 2003/4 and 2008. Crab Tilling 
is managed by Devon SFC Byelaw 24 which limits the area 
in which crab tiles can be laid for the conservation of marine 
resources within the estuary. A line from Starcross Yacht club 
across to Exton marks the upper limits of the area, whilst the 
area close to Dawlish Warren marks the lower limit - any tiles 
outside of this area will be removed. 

 A voluntary crab tile code of conduct was created and agreed 
by the bait collectors and the Exe Estuary Management 
Partnership in 2003. The code limits the number of crab 
tiles laid, stating that the number of tiles will not exceed the 
number recorded in the 2001 survey. As part of the D&SIFCA 
Research Plan the extent of bait collection is being assessed 
across the district. The 2012 survey on the Exe Estuary is 
part of this work and will inform the long term management 
and understanding of the activity, and will help gauge the 
effectiveness of the byelaw and voluntary code of conduct.

For more information, contact D&SIFCA on  
01803 854648 or email office@devonandsevernifca.gov.uk

Counting Crab Tiles
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Photo Credit: Chris Root

The UK’s otters are one of  
nature’s success stories –  
proof that conservation works! 100 years ago 
otters were common,  
but river pollution and loss of wetlands meant 
that by the 1970s they were in a struggle for 
survival.

However, otters have made a comeback. The banning of 
lethal pesticides and work by The Wildlife Trusts and other 
organisations has meant our rivers are now cleaner and our 
wetlands better protected.

Today otters can be found in every English county, and 
have even begun to turn-up in some of our cities. Otters are 
regularly seen along Exeter’s river and its surrounding leats, 
streams and channels. Good places to see otters are Devon 
Wildlife Trust’s Cricklepit Mill, the lock gates where the River 
Exe meets the Ship Canal and around the Countess Wear 
Swing Bridge. Early morning and dusk are good times  
to try your luck.

  
Here are some otter facts to spark your interest: 

  • Fish supper: Otters mainly feed on fish – eels are a special  
     favourite. But they also hunt for frogs and shellfish, along  
     with ducks and other water birds.

  • Body beautiful: A stream-lined shape, webbed-feet, 
     powerful tail and large lungs give the otter a perfect  
     body for life in water.

  • Big boys: The UK’s otters are much bigger than the 
     Asian short-claw otters you’ll often see in zoos and  
    animal parks. Male European otters measure 1.2 metres  
    (including their tails) and weigh up to 10kg, compared  
    to their Asian cousins who reach only 65cm and 5kg.

  • On patrol: Male otters patrol large territories sometimes 
     covering more than 20km of rivers and streams.

  • At home with mum: Female otters give birth to 2-3 cubs 
     in a den known as a holt. Youngsters stay with their  
     mothers for the first year.

  • Smells fishy: Otters use their fish-smelling poo (known 
     as spraint) to mark their territories and communicate  
     with one another.

Ex(e) Otters 
make a come back 

You can watch video clips of 
local otters visiting Devon 
Wildlife Trust’s Exeter HQ at 
www.devonwildlifetrust.org
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A huge thank you to  
Big Clean Up volunteers!

Wildfowlers get stuck  
in to cleaning up
The Devon Wildfowling & Conservation 
Association (DWCA) have organised and 
undertaken numerous clean-ups in the Exe 
Estuary over many years. 

These have been very successful and well supported by our 
members, who have worked hard to remove some rather 
surprising large items from the estuary. Along with bagfuls 
of the usual high tide litter, road cones and car batteries 
have featured regularly in our hauls – and even a broken 
up boat! Over the years we have gained a reputation for 
‘getting right out in the mud’ in our quest for rubbish!  

On 30th June we got stuck in once again, and removed 
15 sacks of litter from the shore. We also collected larger 
items from further out in the mud, including an old crab 
pot, large sheets of fibre glass from a broken-up boat and 
a heavy piece of keel! The 6 yard skip was about two thirds 
full when we finished. We were pleased to notice how much 
harder it was to find rubbish than previous years. Hopefully, 
through the effort we are putting in we are finally getting 
on top of the debris in that area, contributing to a cleaner 
and healthier Exe Estuary. 
   
Pat Gubb, Conservation Officer, Devon Wildfowling and 
Conservation Association.

The Big Estuary Spring Clean on 19th 
May went like a dream, thanks to the  
85 people and several dogs who gave  
up part of their valuable weekend to 
come and lend a hand. 

This was the tenth Big Clean Up and, although the 
estuary is benefiting from the cumulative clean ups,  
we haven’t run out of litter yet. The volunteers removed 
a remarkable 2.5 tonnes, most of which was taken 
for recycling. Amongst the items found were several 
anchors and lobster pots, fishing gear, lumps of concrete, 
tyres, general litter such as plastics and glass, and a few 
surprises – like the many items of clothing, microwave 
oven, camping stove and vacuum cleaner(?).

Marine litter what’s  
the problem?
As well as detracting from the beauty of the estuary 
and shoreline, litter harms marine creatures that can 
ingest or become entangled in it, and often die as a 
direct result. Clearing it up is expensive and diverts 
precious funds from other projects. Litter can also 
damage fishing and boating equipment.  
It’s unnecessary.

After their magnificent efforts, the volunteers were treated to a 
relaxing cruise around the coast, courtesy of Stuart Line Cruises. 
The Exe Estuary Partnership provided a light buffet, and the 
gentlemen of Ace Jazz Band played mellow mood music.  
When the sun came out and the estuary sparkled, we all knew 
we’d done the job good!

The Big Estuary Clean Ups wouldn’t happen without the support 
of a wide range of local organisations and businesses. In addition 
to those mentioned already, the Partnership is on this occasion 
particularly grateful to The National Trust, the Environment 
Agency, Hartwood Treeworks and Leese’s Skip Hire.

Diary date – Autumn Clean Up – 15th September 2012

Ex(e) Otters 
make a come back 

Photo Credit: Pat Gubb
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Exe Estuary Trail

In 2005 Devon County Council started 
promoting the proposals for a shared cycleway 
and walkway around the Exe Estuary. 
Following a public consultation there was clear 
support in the provision of a sustainable means 
of transport around the Exe. An appropriate 
assessment was commissioned for the entire 
Estuary to ensure there was no adverse impact 
upon the integrity of the SPA/Ramsar site. The 
Trail offers an excellent opportunity for people 
to realise the extent and beauty of the Estuary 
in a sustainable manner without damaging the 
natural resource or disturbing the wildlife.

The project has been split into 9 sections for delivery with an 
overall programme of construction through to 2014/15. Within 
the overall project, sectional construction has been phased over 
a period of time to take into account annual budget availability, 
progress with planning applications and progress with land 
acquisition.  

East of the Estuary
On the east of the estuary, The Exe Estuary Trail will connect 
Exmouth, via Lympstone and Exton, to Topsham, so joining the 
existing cycle network within Exeter. 

The section from Exmouth to River Clyst is complete and open 
for public use. Odham’s Link, Ebford Link, and the new shared 
use structure over the River Clyst at Fisher’s Bridge complete 
a cycle/walkway connection between Ebford Village, the Exe 
Estuary Trail and Topsham. 

The final section of the Exe Estuary Trail includes a 120m 
span bridge over the River Clyst and a section through the 
RSPB Goosemoor Nature Reserve. A planning application 
incorporating a revised bridge design with fewer spans was 
granted conditional planning consent in April 2012. The 
new design will be cheaper to build and will have a smaller 
impact on the surrounding area.

The £1.7M contract for construction of the final section 
has just been awarded to Dyer and Butler Ltd. Work is now 
programmed to commence during August 2012 but will 
have to stop again at the end of September 2012 due to 
planning restrictions on the timing of works. Work will re 
start in April 2013 and it is anticipated that the new bridge 
over the Clyst and path through Goosemoor will be opened 
to the public in October 2013.

West of the Estuary
The route on the west of the estuary will extend the 
existing network from Bridge Road in Exeter via Turf Lock, 
Powderham Church, Starcross and Cockwood to existing 
facilities within Dawlish Warren, which in turn continue  
to Dawlish. 

The sections from Bridge Road to the Turf Hotel and from 
Powderham Church to Dawlish Warren are complete and  
open for public use. The only remaining section is from Turf 
Lock to Powderham Church where land negotiations and 
consultation on refining the appearance of the bridge over  
the railway line continue. 

Anjumn Kanani, Principal Highways Engineer,  
Devon County Council.
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Devon Maritime Forum  
setting a new course

The Devon Maritime Forum is in an 
exciting transitional phase, having recently 
appointed a new Interim Coordinator, 
staged a Forum meeting and received 
the green light for the VALMER (Valuing 
Marine Ecosystem Services in the Western 
Channel) project.

As the brand new Interim Coordinator of the DMF I’d first 
like to congratulate my predecessor Jim Masters on the 
fantastic job he did for the DMF over the last 5 years and 
to wish him every success in his new role with the Marine 
Conservation Society. I now look forward to working with 
Forum members and championing maritime interests 
across Devon. 

Forum Meeting
The Forum meeting on 28th June highlighted the value of 
working together at local and national level and featured 
coastal partnerships from across Devon, including the Exe 
Estuary Partnership. The next Forum meeting will be on 
29th November – so get the date in your diaries!    

VALMER
In late June, we heard officially that the VALMER 
project, led by the University of Plymouth, has received 
Interreg IVa European level funding. The project was 
conceived through Devon Maritime Forum discussions 
and the overarching aim is to develop, trial and 
refine methodologies that will be used to quantify 
and communicate the value (economical, social and 
environmental) of marine and coastal ecosystem services. 
There are 11 partners, from the UK and France, and the 
project will run for 2.5 years from1st September 2012.

But what are ‘ecosystem services’ and why do  
they matter? 
Marine ecosystem services are the benefits that people 
obtain from marine ecosystems. More than one third of 
the world’s population lives in coastal areas, and people 
throughout the world depend on the oceans and coasts 
for resources and general wellbeing. This applies to 
everyone, even to people who live far from the oceans. 
Marine ecosystems provide a wide variety of marketable 

goods, such a fish, aggregates, and building materials. But 
we are increasingly recognising the value of other functions 
of ecosystem processes, such as nutrient recycling, climate 
regulation and maintenance of biodiversity. 

Relatively few ecosystem services can be given a market 
valuation, and consequently remain economically invisible. 
This can mean some essential ecosystem services are not 
properly taken into account in planning and management 
decisions. The danger of not assigning a monetary value to 
ecological systems outside of the marketplace is that their 
value may be assumed to be zero.

Identifying the true value of marine environments 
encompasses the Devon Maritime Forum’s core guiding 
principles, especially the ecosystems approach to 
management. The process of valuing marine ecosystem 
services will allow a more comprehensive picture of marine 
environments to emerge, and will highlight the importance of 
protecting all components of the interconnected ecosystem. 

The key output of the VALMER project will be information 
that can be used to better inform marine planning and future 
marine management. 

Mike Alborough, Interim DMF Coordinator.

Photo Credit: Midge Kelly
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Something For Everyone  
At Dawlish Warren
At the mouth of the Exe Estuary Dawlish 
Warren maintains its reputation as one 
of South Devon’s favourite family holiday 
destinations by combining the area’s location 
and natural beauty with modern facilities  
that visitors expect today. 

We are over the moon that our sand-dune 
backed beach resort has retained the coveted  
Blue Flag for a 14th consecutive year. Add in 
the varied entertainment for people of all ages 
and you can understand why memorable family 
holidays will be enjoyed and treasured for years  
to come.

The resort which lists a golf course, National Nature Reserve 
and Go-Karts amongst the many attractions is easy to reach 
and is served well by public transport. It boasts a mainline 
railway station, regular bus service, NCN2 cycle route and of 
course, the water taxi to/from Exmouth. To keep the younger 
families amused there is plenty of free entertainment – every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons in the summer 
holidays. New events for 2012 include the Crab Festival on 3rd 
August and the world famous “Titan the Robot” visits on 15th 
August. The summer firework spectacular launches the August 
Bank Holiday with a bang on Thursday 23rd.

The Warren, along with other Towns around the Exe, provides 
a year-round holiday destination that is essential to the 
local economy. Visitors have a substantial impact on many 
businesses around the estuary from hotels and campsites to 
the wide variety of recreational activities, ferry services, shops, 
car parking, and restaurants which they visit.

“Take a look at what we have to offer – there is a great  
little film on our website at www.DawlishWarren.info that 
captures the essence of the Warren and shows why it is  
such a popular holiday destination”. Andrew added.

To view the film and for more information about the  
Warren please visit: www.dawlishwarren.info

Photos: Credit – VisitSouthDevon

Contacts: Andrew Bulpin Dawlish Warren Tourism – Secretary

07747 773596 / 01626 772961 / Andrew@bulpin.com

Andrew Bulpin, Secretary of Dawlish Warren Tourism
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South Devon Crab  
festival is back with  
more bite for 2012

The South Devon Crab Festival celebrating 
all things crab is back with more bite for 
2012 and this year will include events at 
Dawlish Warren.

The week-long festival runs from 30 July to 5 August and 
includes a cracking a series of crab inspired community 
events all across South Devon involving the area’s top 
celebrity chefs, crab experts, fishermen, award-winning 
hotels, restaurants and cafes. Enjoy the delights of this 
wonderful seafood at one of the festival street parties, 
learn about their habitats and the importance of 
sustainability in crab fishing, or take part in one of the 
crabby activities around the region. 

These include the Great South Devon Crab Fete on Dawlish 
Warren Seafront on 3 August (11am to 3pm) – a day of 
free and fun crabby activities such as crab races, craft 
stalls, crab cracking competitions and plenty more. You can 
also hunt for crabs in the shops of Dawlish to win a crabby 
prize – pick up a leaflet from the Tourist Information 
Centre for clues as to where these clever crustaceans might 
be hiding!

For more information, visit www.visitsouthdevon.co.uk/
crabfestival

What’s on at Powderham 
Castle August 2012
Whatever the weather we have a fantastic line up of events 
to keep everyone happy! Powderham Castle is providing 
the best value day out by offering visitors the chance to 
come back on another day for FREE! 

Daily Bird of Prey Display – Sun 22 July to Fri 31 Aug
Visitors to the Castle will be able to see the birds up close 
from 1pm and then on the North Lawn at 3.30pm.

Robin Hood Week – Sun 5 to Fri 10 Aug
Activities at set times throughout the day. Pick up your 
session ticket on arrival. Included in admission.

Science Fiction Week – Sun 12 to Fri 17 Aug
Activities at set times throughout the day. Pick up your 
session ticket on arrival. Included in admission.

Shakespeare – Twelfth Night  – Fri 17 Aug
Play starts 7pm (Grounds open 6pm) Adult £12, Concession 
£10. (Tickets £2 extra on the night)

Pirate Week – Sun 19 to Fri 24 Aug
Activities at set times throughout the day. Pick up your 
session ticket on arrival. Included in admission.

Wonderland Week – Sat 25 to Fri 31 Aug
Activities at set times throughout the day. Pick up your 
session ticket on arrival. Included in admission.

Opening Times:
1 April to 1 November 2012. Sunday to Friday and the 
following Saturdays: 7 April, 2 June, 25 August.  
11.00am to 4.30pm (to 5.30pm 22 July to 31 August)

The last guided tour is 1 hour before closing. 

(Please note apart from 22 July – 31 August, the last guided 
tour is always at 2.30pm on Fridays.)

Powderham Castle is 8 miles from Exeter on the A379 
Dawlish Road. Tel: 01626 890243 www.powderham.co.uk  

Day Ticket:
Adult: £10.50 
Senior: £9.50 
Child (4-16yrs): £8.50 
Family (2+2): £32.00

Season Ticket:
Adult: £25.00 
Child: £15.00 
Family: £65.00



Membership Form

FOR PEOPLE, FOR WILDLIFE, FOR THE FUTURE

Title    First Name      Surname 

Position 

Organisation 

Address 

Tel 

Email

Exe Estuary Management Partnership, 
c/o Devon County Council, Lucombe House, County Hall,  
Topsham Road, Exeter, EX2 4QW 
email: exeestua@devon.gov.uk Tel: 01392 382236 / 07967 456376

Receive Exe Press: by post   by email 

Interests: Local Community   Conservation   Recreation and Access    Harbour Services    Commerce  
Fisheries   Water Quality    Agriculture and Land Use   Heritage   Coastal erosion and flood risk  
Groups: Crab Collectors   Boat Clubs   Funding   Public    Forum   Parish Councils  

Postcode


