Dawlish Warren Beach Management Scheme
The Dawlish Warren Beach Management
Scheme includes replacement and
refurbishment of 14 timber groynes,
recharge of the beach and the removal
of the gabions facing the dunes.

Without the scheme, it is estimated that
coastal erosion will lead to a permanent
breach of the narrowest section of
Dawlish Warren spit by 2030, increasing
wave heights and water levels within
the estuary.

What is the Beach Management Scheme?
New defence at the neck
between groynes 10 and
15, made from sand filled
geotextile bags, will keep
the neck in place and help
shelter the estuary from
storms and waves.
Removal of gabions between
groynes 2 and 15 will help
the dunes repair and behave
more naturally.
New flood defence near
the visitor centre (built in
2014) will stop any
flooding through the sand
spit reaching Dawlish
Warren Village.

Dredged sand from offshore
to recycle sand lost from
Dawlish Warren Beach.

In the future, the sand spit could look like this…
The recently built defence at the
visitor centre would stop water
in Greenland lake from flooding
Dawlish Warren Village.

Around the tidal inlet, the
habitats and species would
gradually change. Plants and
animals that like to be near
the sea would be seen more as
the sea comes into the middle
of the Warren.
The inlet would not always hold
water but would fill and empty
with the tide. At low tide it could
be sandy and silty, and in time
could look like the Bight.

Predictions show that the sea
could break through the sand
dunes along the beach in the
future. A breach is most likely
between groynes 7 and 9, but is
unlikely to occur before 2030.
There are lots of uncertainties
about where, when and how big
a breach of the sand dunes
might be.

High Tide

Over time, sea water could erode
the dunes and flow into the
middle of the Warren. This would
form a tidal inlet in the area
known as Greenland Lake.
Add sand to the
beach up to groyne
15. Beach levels will
be much higher than
now and there will be
a wider dry beach at
high tide.
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Repair/ replace
groynes up to
groyne 14 to help
hold sand on the
beach.

Replace revetment between
groyne 2 and the steps east
of groyne 3.

Incident hotline: 0800 80 70 60

The works are planned to begin in
The works will reduce the risk of erosion
early 2017 and be completed by the
at the Neck which reduces flood risk to
end of 2017.
over 2800 properties in Exmouth and
estuary communities and the main railway
line into South Devon and Cornwall.
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